
www.xios.be

Xperience
Xchange

XIOS HOgeScHOOl lImburg
XIOS unIverSIty cOllege 
belgIum

international modules 
courses taught
in english



departments 
and regular
degree 
programmeswww.

xios.be

department of applied engineering
campus diepenbeek
•	 bachelor and master of applied engineering: construction
•	 bachelor and master of applied engineering: electromechanics
•	 bachelor and master of applied engineering: electronics-ict
•	 bachelor and master of applied engineering: nuclear technology: 

•	 nuclear techniques
•	 medical nuclear techniques
•	 environmental technology-radiochemistry

•	 bachelor and master of applied engineering: packaging technology
•	 master after master: project management

department of n-technology
campus diepenbeek
•	 bachelor of electronics-ict
•	 bachelor of electromechanics
•	 bachelor of construction 
•	 bachelor of applied computer science:

•	 multimedia and programming
•	 systems and networks

department of commercial sciences and business management
campus hasselt
•	 bachelor of business management

•	 accountancy and taxation
•	 finance and insurance

•	 bachelor of tourism and leisure management
•	 bachelor of communication management

•	 commercial communication
•	 public relations

•	 bachelor of Journalism
•	 bachelor of office management:

•	 management assistant
•	 business translation and interpreting

department of social work
campus hasselt
•	 bachelor of social work: social work
•	 bachelor of social work: personnel management

department of teacher training
campus hasselt
•	 bachelor of preschool education
•	 bachelor of primary education
•	 bachelor of secondary education:

•	 general subjects
•	 physical education

Xperience
Xchange

in the regular degree programmes, all 
courses are taught in dutch. tutoring 
might be given in english. also 
internships or trainee periods with 
supervision in english are possible for 
certain study fields

info & contact: 
www.xios.be 
international@xios.be 



xchangexperience
    @xios xios

•		A	Centre	of	eXpertise for Innovation, Industry, education, research   
    and development and Society
•			With	3000	students
•			5	departments
•			2	campus	sites,	in	Hasselt	and	Diepenbeek
•			Situated	in	Flanders,	Belgium
•			Close	to	Brussels,	the	decision	centre	of	Europe

why coming to xios?
because of our
•			Practice-oriented	study	programmes:	you	acquire	knowledge	and	
    develop skills that will be crucial in your future job
•			Competency	based	education	system
•			Student	centred	and	interactive	teaching	methods,	case	studies,	
     projects, ...
•			Good	and	respectful	contact	between	students	and	teaching	staff
•			International	modules	and	courses	taught	in	English
•			Language	courses	and	cultural	integration	activities	for	international	
     students
•			Excellent	student	services:	housing	service,	free	bicycle	rent,	free	
     public transport in hasselt and to the campus site in diepenbeek, ...

keep in mind that
•			We	expect	students	to	attend	all	classes
•			Being	present	doesn’t	mean	you	only	have	to	listen	to	the	teacher
•			You’ll	have	to	participate	actively	in	class,	work	on	projects,	make			
     presentations, ...

study load and ects credits
•			A	full	time	programme	consists	of	30	ECTS	for	one	semester,	60	ECTS	
    credits for a whole academic year
•			1	ECTS	credit	corresponds	to	25	to	30	working	hours,	all	included												
     (attending classes, working an studying at home, passing exams, ...)

where to be?
•			Campus	Hasselt:	Departments	of	Business	Management	–	Social	
					Work	–	Teacher	Training,	Vildersstraat	5,	3500	Hasselt,	Belgium
•			Campus	Diepenbeek:	Departments	of	N-Technology	–	Applied			
					Engineering,	Universitaire	Campus	–	Agoralaan	–	Gebouw	H,	3590	
     diepenbeek, belgium

ruben, an it student from spain 
after six months at “xios hogeschool limburg”  i can say that it is a good 
place	 to	 study!	The	 international	module	 offers	 the	possibility	 to	 put	
into practice all the knowledge that i learned at my university in spain. 
the subjects are very practical, and therefore interesting to study. it was 
also very clear that the teachers and responsible people who look after 
their students very well. 

although dutch is a difficult language i was able to communicate with 
my peers. most of the belgian people speak and understand english.

finally i would like to say that staying in hasselt gives you the possibility 
to travel. because of its close proximity to neighbouring countries you 
don’t	only	get	to	know	Belgium,	but	also	the	rest	of	Europe.



busint
What? business management international, the international module of the xios bachelor of business management. 
For whom? international exchange students in the field of business. 

subJect
sept - Jan

ects
credits

risk management 4

bank, finance and insurance in a european perspective                     4

financial management 3

the courses in this list can be combined with courses from other programmes.

language of instruction all classes are in english.
Organised by bachelor of business management, department of commercial sciences and business management.

comint
What? communication management international, the international module of the xios bachelor of communication 
management. 
For whom? international exchange students in the field of communication. 

subJect
sept - Jan

ects
credits

feb - June
ects

credits

total 
ects 

credits

direct marketing communication 4 4

public relations 6 6

marketing 4 4

digital photography 4 4

online communication and information 4 4

marketing pr, promotions, in store communication & packaging 5 5

market analysis and communication survey 6 6

Advertising	–	Media	planning 4 4

18 19 37

the courses in this list can be combined with courses from other programmes.

language of instruction all classes are in english.
Organised by bachelor of communication management, department of commercial sciences and business 
management.

international
modules



Joint
What? Journalism international, the international module of the xios bachelor of journalism. 
For whom? international exchange students in the field of journalism. 

subJect
sept - Jan

ects
credits

feb - June
ects

credits

total 
ects 

credits

research techniques 3 3

international media landscape 3 3

online journalism 6 6

international publishing (*) 6 6 12

Current	Affairs	(*) 4 4 8

english for Journalism  (*) 6 6 12

radio Journalism 6 6

television Journalism 6 6

European	Integration	–	Belgium	in	Europe 4 4

28 32 60

the courses in this list can be combined with courses from other programmes.
 (*) these courses can be followed from sept. until Jan. and/or from feb. until June.

language of instruction all classes are in english.
Organised by bachelor of journalism, department of commercial sciences and business management.

offint
What? office management international, the international module of the xios bachelor of office management.  
For whom? international exchange students in the field of office management. 

subJect
sept - Jan

ects
credits

communication skills: business dutch 3

communication skills: business french 3

communication skills: business english 3

communication skills: business german 3

introduction translation and seminar „cross-lingual translation“ 6

Office	Software	1 5

personality training 4

the courses in this list can be combined with courses from other programmes.

language of instruction all classes are in english.
Prerequisites Minimum	level	of	English:	B1,	according	to	the	European	framework	of	reference.	This	has	to	be	
certified by an official certificate of the university. moreover, it will be tested at the start of the semester.
Organised by bachelor of office management, department of commercial sciences and business management.

tourint
What? The	field	of	 tourism	and	 leisure	management	 requires	direct	 availability,	 efficiency	and	 self-reliance.	You’ll	 experience	 that	 the	
emphasis is on solid and useful product knowledge and services. furthermore your communication skills, administrative tasking and certain 
techniques will improve undoubtedly. 
For whom? international exchange students in the field of tourism. 

subJect
sept - Jan

ects
credits

feb - June
ects

credits

total 
ects 

credits
prerequisites

destination management 4 4 8

tourism practicals 6 6 12 skills in tourism organisation

tourism geography 3 3 3

tourism marketing 4 4 4 basic knowledge in marketing

17 17 27

the courses in this list can be combined with courses from other programmes.

language of instruction all classes are in english.
Prerequisites Minimum	 level	 of	 English:	 B1,	 according	 to	 the	 European	 framework	of	 reference.	This	 has	 to	be	 certified	by	 an	official	
certificate of the university. moreover, it will be tested at the start of the semester.
Organised by bachelor of tourism and leisure management, department of commercial sciences and business management.



cOurSeS In SOcIal WOrk

subJect

sept - 
Jan
ects

credits

feb - 
June
ects

credits

total 
ects 

credits

organisational psychology 3 3 3

psychology 5 5 5

psychopathology 3 3 3

biology for social work (*) 4 4 4

social philosophy 3 3 3

social map of europe 3 / 3

social security 5 5 5

studie of organisations 3 3 3

work methods in social work (**) 5 4 9
 (*) the classes of this course are in english.
(**) under reservation

cOurSeS In PerSOnnel management – labOur relatIOnS

subJect

sept - 
Jan
ects

credits

feb - 
June
ects

credits

total 
ects 

credits

labour relations 3 / 3

Labour	Rights	1 5 5 5

labour security (**) 3 3 3

international hrm 3 / 3

organisational psychology 3 3 3

administration of employees 3 / 3

recruitment and selection 3 / 3

social philosophy 3 3 3

studie of organisations 3 3 3

welfare and labour rights 4 4 4
 (**) under reservation

PractIce

subJect
total 
ects 

credits

practice social work 22

practice personnel management 22

the courses in these lists can be combined with courses from other programmes.

language of instruction classes are in dutch, tutoring and individual projects are in english.
Organised by bachelor of social work.

international 
courses 
in social work
What? the social work profession promotes social change, problem solving in human 
relationships and the empowerment and liberation of people to enhance well-being. utilising 
theories of human behaviour and social systems, social work intervenes at the points where 
people interact with their environments. principles of human rights and social justice are 
fundamental.
its mission is to enable all people to develop their full potentials, enrich their lives, and prevent 
malfunction. professional social work is focused on problem solving and change. as such 
social workers are change agents in society and in the lives of the individuals, families and 
communities they serve. social work is an interrelated system of values, theory and practice.
For whom? international exchange students in the field of social work. students of other fields 
can also apply for these courses.



It tOPIcS

subJect period ects
credits

language of 
instruction

Database	Administrator	1 1 4 d

dataorganization advanced 2 3 e (*)

dataorganization fundamentals 1 5 d

distributed component systems 1 8 d

enterprise programming 1 6 d

Mathematics	1 2 4 d

Mathematics	2 3 3 d

Programming	advanced:	part	1:	Java	programming	-	Fundamentals 1 7 d

Programming	advanced:	part	2:	.NET	programming 1 4 e (*)

Programming	advanced:	part	3:	Java	programming	-	Advanced 2 5 e (*)

project** 2 5 e (*)

software engineering 2 4 d

statistics 1 5 d

webstandards fundamentals 2 4 d

67

**	To	follow	the	Project	it	is	obliged	to	follow	Pogramming	advanced:	part	2:	.NET	programming,	Programming	
advanced:	part	3:	Java	programming	–	Advanced	and	Dataorganization	Advanced	as	well.

Period
Period	1:	19	September	2011	–	16	December	2011
Period	2:	19	December	2011	-	23	March	2012
Period	3:	26	March	2012	–	29	June	2012

it is possible to follow a course in another period than indicated in the table, but then you study independently 
through english course material, without classes.

language of instruction
d: classes are in dutch, course material, tutoring and individual projects are in english.
e: classes are in english. 
(*) under reservation (otherwise d).

attendance to classes is obligatory

Organised by bachelor of applied computer science, department of n-technology.

international 
it topics
What? The	study	programme	Applied	Computer	Sciences	offers	a	modular	hands-on	training	
programme. we try, in a very practical way, to teach our students the tricks of the trade.
in addition, our study-programme provides unique opportunities for research and innovation. 
in recent years several projects have been carried out, creating a solid research mentality 
and	 offering	 support	 for	 our	 technology-driven	 profile.	 In	 applied	 research	 we	 aim	 to	 get	
our students enthusiastic about innovation and technology through challenging internship 
projects, it competitions and extra training programmes.
a unique opportunity to study information technology through english course material. you 
will thus take part in the  increasingly globalized world of it in the heart of europe. you will 
become familiar with uml, sql, Java and .net programming. 
For whom? international it students. we focus on students who want to apply for an erasmus 
exchange period.



CHERNE	ACTIVITY	
xios –isib

What? you will be involved in measurements of the radioactivity in the environment. both the artificial and natural 
occurrence will be studied. while the activity itself will focus on the measurement techniques, the output will also be 
a better understanding of our radioactive environment and a better evaluation of what can be harmful and what can 
be	accepted.	This	12	days	course	is	a	mixture	of	lectures,	practical	exercises	and	fieldtrips,	all	in	an	international	and	
academic context.
For whom? in the first place the course is intended for international students in nuclear technology, studying at a 
university that is member of the cherne network (see http://www.upv.es/cherne). the number of participants is 
limited. elementary knowledge about radiation physics, radiation dosimetry, radiation measurement is expected from 
the students.
level 3rd	year	bachelor	and	master.
ECTS	credits	3
Period	2	weeks	in	March/April.
language of instruction english.
location xios (diepenbeek) and isib (brussels).
Organised by bachelor and master of applied engineering: nuclear technology, department of applied engineering.

”xi-mer: 
measurements 
OF	ENVIRONMENTAL	
RADIOACTIVITY”



bachelor of 
education: 
preschool education
What? during their training as a preschool educator students learn to have an eye for the personal growth chances of 
each child and they learn how to appropriately guide children on their voyage of discovery of the world surrounding 
them: material, social and cultural. competences which are essential to any good pre-primary teacher (teaching 
children	from	2.5	to	6	years	of	age)	are	an	integral	objective	of	this	training	program.	By	means	of	subject	contents	
on the one hand and (subject related) didactic-pedagogic frames on the other students acquire knowledge, skills and 
attitudes which are essential to guide children in an optimal way.
For whom? international exchange students in the field of teacher training/education.

name of the course subJect of the course 
TRIM	1

(sept-dec)
ects

credits

TRIM	1
(Jan-apr)

ects
credits

LEVEL

self care first aid + physical skills 3 1steba

picture books in the picture An	integrated	approach	of	children’s	literature:	language,	art	
and dance

4 1steba

focus on human movement
-wo: the human body and sexual education
-pe: didactical approach of physical education in the pre-
primary classroom
-pe: swimming (personal level)

5 2ndba

special care in the classroom an integrated approach on special care in the classroom 5 3ndba

support of partner in the 
school	Partim	2

working with partners outside the school who try to make a 
contribution to quality education

3 3ndba

artistic education art, music and drama education 3 3ndba

Schools	with	a	different	
educational project

introduction in several educational projects: freinet, maria 
montessori, dalton, experiental based learing, ...

3 3ndba

internationalisation an educational international experience at xios (material 
development, etwinning, …)

5 3ndba

the courses in this list can be combined with courses from other programmes.
 (*) these courses can be followed from sept. until Jan. and/or from feb. until June.

language of instruction all classes are in english.
Organised by bachelor of journalism, department of commercial sciences and business management.

bachelor of 
education: 
primary education
What? This	course	prepares	students	to	teach	pupils	from	age	6	to	12.	Next	to	mastering	the	necessary	subject	matter	
in a diversity of areas, a primary school teacher must be able to organise education in a pleasant and open way, 
taking new educational developments into account. the course is based on the coherent and simultaneous build-up 
of three essential components: the subject matter component, the didactic-educational component and the practice 
component.
For whom? international exchange students in the field of teacher training/education. 

subJect
sept - Jan

ects
credits

feb - June
ects

credits

school policy: education policy* 1

music education: image and media* 3

French	1** 4

French	2** 4

French	3** 5

the courses in this list can be combined with courses from the bachelor in education: preschool education.

Practical component optionally, students can observe and assist mentors in the classroom.

language of instruction
*Classes	taught	in	Dutch	–	with	tutoring	in	English
**classes taught in french

Organised by bachelor of education: primary education, department of teacher training



bachelor of 
education: 
secondary education – 
general subJects
What? this course prepares students to teach pupils in the first and second stage of general secondary and technical 
education	(ages	12-16).	Students	are	trained	to	teach	two	subjects.	Each	student	can	put	together	his/her	own	course	
package,	choosing	from	a	range	of	14	subjects.	Next	to	these	two	individually	chosen	subjects	there	are	some	modules	
that concentrate on psychology and pedagogy. due attention is also paid to cross-curricular teaching and to  the more 
typical aspects of youth cultures. the course is practice-oriented. 
For whom? international exchange students in the field of teacher training/education. 

subJect
sept - Jan

ects
credits

feb - June
ects

credits

teaching subjects: geography*, economy*, english**, french*** 5 7

inviting to learn* 3

didactic workshop: cross-curricular work and team work* 3

customised teaching* 3

Didactic	workshop	differentiation	and	evaluation* 3

educational policy and educational innovation 3

Teacher	training	1* 6

Teacher	training	2* 6

cross curricular and alternative teacher training* 4

pupil guidance* 3

international competences 3

The	courses	in	this	list	can	be	combined	with	courses	from	the	bachelor	of	education:	secondary	education	–	general	
subjects.

language of instruction
*Classes	taught	in	Dutch	–	with	tutoring	in	English
**classes taught in english
***classes taught in french

Organised by Bachelor	of	education:	secondary	education	–general	subjects,	department	teacher	training

bachelor of 
education: 
secondary education - 
physical education 
What? This	course	trains	students	to	teach	Physical	Education	to	children	and	youngsters	up	till	the	age	of	16.	The	
emphasis is on teaching practice (didactic competences), personal development and development of sportsmanship. 
with a wide range of sports we aim to improve your current level of achievement. training takes place in small groups. 
For whom? international exchange students in the field of sports. 
we do not expect you to master all sports but a good basic level is mandatory. 

subJect
sept - Jan

ects
credits

feb - June
ects

credits

physical education d :
basketball +volleyball + football + handball

1,5

recreational sports d :
fitness and cardiofitness + event management +ski/snowboard                     

4

physical education e :
dance + gymnastics + swimming + fighting sports + endurance

3

recreational sports e :
tennis + aerobic + dancing activities + recreation sports

4

physical education f :
individual sports +team sports + endurance

2

recreational sports f :
surfing + actual fitness + climbing + spinning and squash

3

sports week in butgenbach* 2

ski training in austria** 2

outdoor training in spain*** 2

*Price:	ca.	€145
**	Price:	ca.	€500	+	student	has	basic	skiing	skills	
***	Price:	ca.	€	550	

teaching language all classes are in dutch, tutoring is in english.
Organised by bachelor of education: secondary education - physical education, department of teacher training



extra courses
@ xios
do you want to benefit from your stay in belgium to improve your 
languages and knowledge about belgium and europe? well, we 
offer	motivating	 courses	and	activities	especially	 for	our	 incoming	
students.

introduction @ xios
an introduction week with social activities, a course in “introduction 
dutch”, city trips, … the perfect way of making friends and getting 
integrated in your new living environment. 

SURVIVAL	DUTCH
you learn the basics of the dutch language. so you will be able to 
take the bus, to find your way in hasselt or order a pint in a pub. 
There	is	a	strong	focus	on	communication.	(2	ECTS	credits,	Sept.-Oct.)

english and french for incoming students
English	 and	 French	 language	 courses	 are	 offered	 for	 all	 incoming	
students.	(3	hours	a	week,	Sept.-Jan.,	3	ECTS	credits.)

cultural awareness
this is all about the essential aims of studying abroad: getting to know 
another culture and functioning in a multicultural environment. you 
learn about the cultural, social an political backgrounds of the region 
where you will live during your erasmus period: hasselt, limburg, 
flanders and belgium. throughout workshops, you develop 
competences in intercultural communication and management. 
(Sept.	–	Jan.,	2	ECTS	credits.)

subJect period ects 

introduction @ xios 1	week	in	Sept. /

survival dutch 3	weeks	in	Sept.	–	Oct. 2

english for incoming students sept. - Jan 3

french for incoming students sept - Jan 3

cultural awareness sept - Jan 3

info www.xios.be 

introduction 
@ xios
an introduction week with social activities, a course in “survival 
dutch”, city trips… the perfect way of making friends and getting 
integrated in your new living environment. 

day what

Monday	12/09/11 xios in practice and registration

ice skating

Tuesday	13/09/11 introduction dutch

Visit	to	Hasselt

Wednesday	14/09/11 introduction dutch

flanders and belgium in a nutshell

Thursday	15/09/11 city trip to bruges

Friday	16/09/11 meeting with the departments

welcome reception

contents
•	 xios in practice: practical information about xios and 

hasselt.
•	 Visit	to	Hasselt:	You’ll	find	out	where	all	the	nice	places	are.
•	 introduction dutch: a crash course where you will get to 

know	the	basics	of	the	Dutch	language	(2x3	hours).	If	you	
want to know more, you can continue with the course 
“survival dutch”.

•	 flanders and belgium in a nutshell. a lecture about touristic 
and historical aspects of limburg and flanders, the region 
where you will live during your time abroad. 

•	 city trip to bruges: a guided visit to bruges, one of the nice 
historical cities of flanders. 

Price
for participating in the social activities (ice skating and day trips), 
we	ask	a	contribution	of	€10,00.

credits

XIOSExtra



you want to apply 
for a study period 
@xios?
application procedure  
www.xios.be > international

knowledge of english 
We	expect	you	to	have	level	B1	in	English,	according	to	the	European	Framework	of	Reference.	This	should	be	certified	with	an	official	certificate	
of your university. moreover, you will be tested at the start of the semester.

study load and ects credits
A	full	time	programme	consists	of	30	ECTS	for	one	semester,	60	ECTS	credits	for	a	whole	academic	year.
1	ECTS	credit	corresponds	to	25	to	30	working	hours,	all	included	(attending	classes,	working	an	studying	at	home,	passing	exams,	...).

application deadlines
01/06/11	(1st	semester)	and	01/11/11	(2nd	semester).

academic calendar
1st	semester:	19/09/11-29/01/12	-	2nd	semester:	30/01/12	–	01/07/12
Autumn	Holidays:	31/10/11	–	06/11/11
Christmas	Holidays:	26/12/11	–	08/01/12
Spring	Holidays:	20/02/12	–	26/02/12
Easter	Holidays:	02/04/12	–	15/04/12
Summer	Holidays:	02/07/12	–	19/08/12

SERVICES
housing and starting package
our housing service helps you find a room at a reasonable price. at 
your arrival, you can rent a starting package with pillow, blanket, 
plates, cutlery, … 

free bike rental
since distances are small, cycling is the ideal way of travelling 
around	in	Hasselt	and	Diepenbeek.	We	offer	you	free	bike	rental	for	
all students.

free buses
all busses in hasselt and from hasselt to the campus in diepenbeek 
are free for students.

www.
xios.be
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contact 
xios
vice chancellor
prof. dr. dirk franco

International Office
international coordinator
Dr.	Kristien	Bauwens	–	kristien.bauwens@xios.be	

Department of applied engineering (tIW)
Department of n-technology (n-tech)
Dr.	Els	Wieërs	–	els.wieers@xios.be

Department of commercial Sciences and business 
management (HWb)
Brigitte	Luyten	–	brigitte.luyten@xios.be	

Department of teacher training (leO)
Birgitte	Wynants	–	birgitte.wynants@xios.be	

Department of Social Work (SaW)
Johan	Deville	–	johan.deville@xios.be	

StuvOX – Student Services / Housing Service
Mathias	Van	Dyck	–	mathias.vandyck@xios.be	

XIOS university college limburg
Universitaire	Campus	–	Agoralaan	–	Gebouw	H
3590	Diepenbeek
belgium
T:	+	32	11	370	781
F:	+	32	11	360	781
e-mail: international@xios.be
website: www.xios.be
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